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JUNE 3, SATURDAY, 9:00 AM, MEMBER PLANT SALE
...submitted by Janet Novak, Plant Sale Coordinator

Barrenwort ‘Pink Champagne’ Be sure to see the 
lovely photos from the Chanticleer tour. Thank you 
to Lisa Roper for leading the tour.

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 11AM TO 3PM, MEMBERS’ GARDEN TOUR

...continued on page 6

We are happy to welcome members and guest to our annual tour. Lunch will 
be at Rad MacFarlane’s from 12 to 2pm. He will provide hoagies and water. No 
tickets are required. Carpooling is encouraged and a necessity at Bob’s. 

...submitted by Linda Marcucci, Tour Coordinator

You’re invited to the spring members’ plant sale at Robbins Park in Ambler. The 
sale is open only to DVC-NARGS members. However, with the new policy that 
first-year membership is free, you can invite your friends to sign up for a free 
membership on the spot, then shop our wonderful sale.
    As always, we rely on members to donate plants, so please—help us out by 
bringing your extra plants. You’ll then have the satisfaction of knowing that 
those plants will make another member happy and will help underwrite DVC-
NARGS operations. We especially appreciate donations of rock garden plants, 
but we’ll take anything you think will be of interest to members, as long as it 
isn’t outrageously weedy or an invasive species in our region. Plants should 
have the scientific name written on a white label, with the donor’s name on the 
back.

Schedule: 
8:45-9:45: Plant donations accepted
9:15-10 AM: View the items for sale
10 AM: Sale opens

What’s for sale? The selection varies every time, but you can count on finding rock 
garden plants, woodland plants, garden perennials, woody plants, and more. Some of 
the plants for sale are difficult to find elsewhere. Further, our sales are legendary for 
bargains: prices start at just $2 a pot. There’s also a silent auction that may include 
sought-after items such as hypertufa troughs, natural tufa, and dwarf conifers.
Location: Under the pavilion at Robbins Park, 1461 East Butler Pike, Ambler. Parking 
and restrooms are available. 
Plant Pricing: We are asking you to price the items you donate yourself. We’ll provide 
color-coded price markers and a pricing guide. If you want help with pricing, a volunteer 
will be available. 
Plant Preview: You can look over the plants on sale as we’re setting up. Once the sale 
opens, plants will go fast, so I highly recommend using the preview period to decide 
which plants you want.
Sales Period: As usual, the sale will open with a short shopping period for plant donors. 
Donors are entitled to buy one early-choice plant for every 10 plants donated, up to 5 
early choices. Then the sale will open to everyone. Plants sell fast, so don’t be late! 
Payment: We accept checks or cash. Exact change is appreciated.
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THE  DODECATHEON 

This publication is issued on the 
first of odd-numbered months. 
All copy must reach the editor 
no later than the 10th day of the 
preceding month. Any text in this 
newsletter may be used in any 
other NARGS publication, unless 
otherwise specified. Please credit 
the author and The Dodecatheon. 

2023 CHAPTER OFFICERS: 
Chairperson: Louise Clarke
HORTIGAL55@yahoo.com

Program Chair: Laura Axel
LHALVP@comcast.net

Recording Secretaries:  
Hope Punnett & Tracy Constantine

Treasurer: Jerry Rifkin 

Membership Secretary: Janet Novak

Dodecatheon Editor: Sharee Solow 
SLSOLOW@comcast.net 

Directors at Large: 

Lisa Roper and Jill Evans 

AV equipment: Rick Ray 

Coffee & Tea: Paula Burns &  
Louise Clarke  

Plant Sales: Janet Novak

Plant Show: Radford MacFarlane  
& Michele Hall 

Web Master: Janet Novak

For membership info, the latest program 
changes and bad weather cancellations 
check out our web site: www.dvcnargs.
org 

We do send out email notices from  
time to time between issues of  
The Dodecatheon to those who have given  
us email addresses. 

Please check your email address in the 
membership list and if it is wrong, send us 
the right one! 

THE CHAIR’S CORNER

...submitted by Louise Clarke, Chairperson 

Hello spring! After a mild winter, with fits and starts, spring is in full force. I 
have been busy in my garden with spring cleanup, this year with a canine 
companion who walks through the garden beds with impunity. At least my 
troughs are unmolested.
    I hope you are making final preparations for April’s chapter meeting and 
plant show. I will miss the fun and Eloise Gayer’s much anticipated Great Dixter 
presentation due to a teaching commitment. There will be tempting plant prizes 
for the winning entries, and any remaining plants will be available for sale. 
Read more about this elsewhere in The Dodecatheon.
    Remember to bring your name tag, or collect your name tag at the meeting 
and keep it with you, as name tags are now each members’ responsibility.
    A recent email I received from Plants Delight Nurseries was entitled “Create 
Your Own Rock Garden!” At the PDN landing page, one of the top level menu 
tabs is “Shop By Theme”. Once you select that, you can then drill down to 
“Specialty Theme” and there you will find “Rock Garden Plants”. I don’t agree 
with all of the choices presented as rock garden plants, but all of them are 
adapted to sunny, well-drained to downright arid conditions. There is also a 
video about the new “urbanite” crevice garden at PDN posted there. 
    The chapter is fortunate to have Linda Marcucci organizing our chapter 
garden tours, this year focused in northern Delaware. Again, a schedule conflict 
does not permit me to participate, but I hope you will take advantage of the 
day. Dan Benarcik and Peggy Anne Montgomery’s gravel garden area should be 
interesting, and this will possibly be the last opportunity to see their garden.
    Remember the chapter is now offering a free, one-year trial membership to 
any interested party. Tell your friends in other garden clubs and invite them to 
our meetings to see what the “Rockies” are up to. 
    Its time to get back out to the garden. Enjoy spring!

Phlox and Daphne.
Photo by Louise Clarke.

Phlox and Daphne.
Photo by Louise Clarke.
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RECAP: APRIL 22, 2023 CHAPTER PLANT SHOW

...by Tracy Constantine, Co-Recording Secretary

Members’ Voting Results
Class 1: Bloom 1st Rad MacFarland (Narcissus bulbocodium), 2nd Eloise Gayer (Lithodora diffusa)
Class 2: Foliage 1st Mike Slater (Saxifraga longifolia hyb.)
Class 3: Succulent 1st Eloise Gayer (Orostachys ssp.), 2nd Gwen Bernecker (Crassula ovata)
Class 4: Primula 1st Charlotte Wiegand (Primula polyantha), 2nd Janet Novak (Primula sieboldii)
Class 5: Container 1st Charlotte Wiegand (Thalictrum thalictroides), 2nd Eloise Gayer (Viola sororia)
Class 6: Seed Plant 1st Gwynne Ormsby (Mammillaria sp.), 2nd Janet Novak (Erigeron pinnatisectus)
Class7: Shrub 1st Eloise Gayer (Rhododendron fastigiatum)
Class 8: Woodland 1st Rad MacFarland (Cypripedium hybrid), 2nd Eloise Gayer (Onoclea sensibilis)
Class 9: Native 1st Charlotte Weigand (Houstonia caerulea), 2nd Janet Novak (Dodecatheon amethystinum)
Class 10: Branch1st Sharee Solow (Paeonia suffruticosa), 2nd Gwynne Ormsby (Rhododendron austrinum)

Best in Show: Rad MacFarland (Cypripedium hybrid)

Everyone enjoyed reviewing the table of plant 
prizes offered for the winners.

Gwynne Ormsby, Jan Slater and Tracy Constantine 
admire the floral arrangements.

Rad MacFarlane explained the voting process.

Rad MacFarlane: Best in Show

Mike Slater decorated the entrance table 
with these mini floral arrangements.

Thanks to Gwynne Ormsby, who ordered 
some plant prizes from Edelweiss Perennials, 
and Janet Novak, who donated many plants 
from her garden.

There were about 30 entries this year which is higher participation than last 
year and many guest attendees. Thank you to everyone who brought plants for 
show, sale, prizes and sharing. 

Note: Next year there will be a new class added to the list: Miniature flower 
arrangement. Vase height will be 4” or less. Some vases will be available.

Succession planting at Great Dixter from Eloise’s wonderful talk. More about that on page 7.
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RECAP: MARCH 25, TRAVELING SPEAKER SERIES
“SPRING WILDFLOWERS OF UTAH’S MIGHTY FIVE GREAT PARKS”
TODD BOLAND, VICE PRESIDENT OF NARGS

...by Tracy Constantine, Co-Recording Secretary

Todd Boland, NARGS Vice President and Research Horticulturist at Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, chose Utah as a destination that both he and his 
geologist brother would enjoy. Travelling in early May, they crossed Utah from 
west to east, hitting the Mighty 5 national parks: Zion, Bryce Canyon, Capitol 
Reef, Canyonlands, and Arches.

Nora Sirbaugh and Charles Cresson converse with 
speaker, Todd Boland. Photo by Tracy Constantine.

Beautiful orange fields of Sphaeralcea grossularifolia welcomed Todd, along with a sign 
bearing Utah’s slogan—“Life Elevated.” With average elevation above 6000 feet and a dry 
climate, junipers, artemisias, cacti, and succulents are common.

A field of Sphaeralcea grossularifolia.
Photo by Todd Boland.

Todd’s countless, remarkable photos capture 
the essence of desert plant life. Using the app 
iNaturalist for plant identification, no plant 
went unnamed. In fact, Todd reported a new 
site for Hoffmannseggia repens, confirming 
that it does, indeed, grow in the Canyonlands.

Hoffmannseggia repens.
Photo by Todd Boland.

A view in Bryce Canyon National Park. Photo by Todd Boland.

At times, the rock formations were more 
captivating than the plants.

Several species of Opuntia (prickly pear) and Penstemon abound.

Opuntia polyacantha var. erinacea
Photo by Todd Boland

Penstemon eatonii
Photo by Todd Boland

Near the end of the trip, in Moab, 
Todd captured Yucca harrimaniae. 
A dwarf, it forms a tidy clump of 
green leaves edged with curly white 
filaments and a relatively large 
flower stalk. Yes, it can be grown in 
our area!

Yucca harrimaniae
Photo by Todd Boland
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RECAP: APRIL 13 
TOUR OF CHANTICLEER GRAVEL GARDEN WITH LISA ROPER
...by Lynn Wolfram & Mary Dannaway, Guest Contributors

    Chanticleer is a pleasure garden and one of its greatest pleasures is the Gravel and Ruin Garden overseen by the very 
talented Lisa Roper. On April 13, before the garden opened to the public, some very lucky members of the DVC-NARGS got 
to experience this delightful garden with Lisa.
     Lisa combines the eyes of a photographer with that of a gardener. She has her hand in the soil, planting, weeding, 
watering, and editing by day, and then she uses her camera to see the design of the garden in a new and different light. 
For example, this year many more orange tulips survived than expected and the camera showed that editing would be 
needed in the future. One of the themes of Chanticleer is the use of repetition and contrast. Again photography helps her 
to see what is needed in those areas. She combines color, texture and smell to appeal to the viewers senses. The delicate 
is combined with the coarse. Grasses like little blue stem provide movement and texture and provide a vertical accent. 
Spring bulbs such as dwarf bearded Baltic Iris provide artistry and a foil to the other perennials. Lisa shared some of her 
tips for how she espaliered the trees in the Ruin Garden. She also gave some great advice for troughs with the use of Roof 
Light (a shale product) in her gravel mix and also the use of blood meal both in planting bulbs and as a top dressing. This 
keeps pesky rodents away from disturbing the bulbs. Later the bulbs will be replaced with succulents. Other highlights of 
the Gravel Garden were the 22 year-old Yucca rostrata, Euphorbia characias, and Pasqueflower.
     So much is going on in the Gravel Garden that it is restful to go and sit in the quieter Ruin Garden and enjoy the 
delightful water table and the sculptures. Lisa also paid tribute to Chris Woods, who provided so much of the artistry at 
Chanticleer. The very lucky DVC-NARGS members did experience pleasure and appreciation for both the Gravel and Ruin 
Garden and the very gifted and generous Lisa Roper.

Allium zebdenense

Baltic Dwarf Iris

Lisa Roper

Erythronium ‘Pagoda’

Fritillaria persicaria

Teacup Garden

Mixed Trough

Pulsatilla vulgarisThe Ruin Garden Gravel Garden
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...continued from page 1

SATURDAY, MAY 20, MEMBERS’ GARDEN TOUR
The MacFarlane Garden
203 West Pembrey Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19803
    ‘Thistle’ is sited on nearly two acres in North Wilmington and uses an Asian 
aesthetic to weave together numerous gardens that include a Japanese courtyard, 
rock and trough garden, small ponds and a secluded woodland. Native plants, 
alpines and bulbs are in peak bloom in mid-spring.
    On approaching the mid-century ranch home, a dry shade bed and Japanese 
stroll garden border the drive and feature dwarf conifers and native Columbine.
A tea garden court tucked against the house shelters Camellias, Daphne and an 
underplanting of primroses.
    A shaded walk passes a planting of Ladyslipper orchids and a Japanese gate 
welcomes you to the rear yard. Adjoining a bluestone patio, a raised stone bed 
of hypertufa troughs features dwarf Phlox and Dianthus species, cold hardy 
Cacti as well as alpine plants and dwarf trees. Nearby, two statuary cranes wade 
in a small pond surrounded by water lilies, iris and mature azaleas.
    An antique Korean stone lantern is centerpiece to a small Japanese garden 
along the rear patio. Rock garden beds descend from the terrace and feature 
dwarf species tulips and iris (later replaced by the bloom of prairie plants). 
A Japanese-inspired vegetable garden and perennial border lead to a restful 
gazebo.

The Garden of Dan Benarcik and Peggy Anne Montgomery
117 Cambridge Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19803
    Designer, horticulturist, and teacher, Dan Benarcik and International 
horticulturist, Peggy Anne Montgomery with 35 years of experience that 
began in the Netherlands welcome you to visit their co-created garden 
in north Wilmington. The garden is a beautiful combination of “garden 
rooms” that each have been designed and developed over the years. The 
garden also is a wonderful showcase for Dan’s craftsmanship. Their garden 
is featured on the cover of Kelly Norris’ highly acclaimed, New Naturalism: 
Designing and Planting a Resilient, Ecologically, Vibrant Home Garden. It was 
also featured in American Roots: Lessons and Inspirations for the Designers 
Reimagining Our Home Gardens by Nick McCullough, Allison McCullough, 
and Teresa Woodard. 

The Garden of Bob Wheland
510 Twaddell Mill Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19807
    The garden started off 43 years ago as five acres of untamed field, 
woods, hillside, and stream. Since then much of the area has been planted 
with bulbs, trees, shrubs, and grasses looking for long views interspersed 
with tranquil spots. Features include a wood maze, bamboo grove, moss 
beds, and chain-saw wood carvings. Walking the garden without stopping 
takes about 20 minutes. Sturdy shoes rather than sandals are recommended 
— not flat terrain. 

Above: Three photos from Rad’s garden.

Above: Two photos from Bob’s garden.

If you miss the driveway, 
continue another 0.1 mile 
to where Twaddell Mill 
Road dead ends at Delaware 
Rte.100, turn around and 
comeback, our driveway 
now being the first on your 
left. Parking is limited to 6 
cars. No on-street parking. 
* Plan to carpool from the 
lot at Winterthur which is 
one mile away.

Dan and Peggy’s garden.
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PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW RIBBONS FOR JOHN F. RAY

...submitted by Sharee Solow, Editor

The day that I walked the Horticourt with my phone there were many ribbons 
for John Ray. I want to take a moment to congratulate him for his rock garden 
entries.

RECAP: ELOISE GAYER “GREAT DIXTER”

...submitted by Tracy Constantine, Co-Recording Secretary

RECAP: MARCH 12, ZOOM
FLOWERS ALONG THE SILK ROAD WITH HARRY JANS

...submitted by Hope Punnett, Recording Secretary

On a grey afternoon we were transported to spring along the famous Silk Road, the people, the landscapes and the 
flowers by Harry Jans, an intrepid traveler who, when not searching the alpine flora of the world, is employed by the 
Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment as Winter maintenance Specialist. This was a recap of a trip of 
several years ago. It started in Tajikistan, in central Asia, through Uzbek and Tashkent to Samarkand, through steep 
passes, snow covered mountains, incredible vistas and masses of beautiful alpines. Among the blossoming spring bulbs, 
we were surprised to see a Colchicum species blooming along with crocuses and scilla. Many of the plant species were 
familiar but the settings were not. He took us above treeline where the only residents were sheep, and to towns with 
their markets and hotels and local residents. But it was the variety of species, their variations and distribution that left 
a lasting impression on this listener.

Eloise Gayer shared her experience working at Great Dixter, the former estate 
of gardening legend Christopher Lloyd. On scholarship from Fall 2021 through 
Summer 2022, Eloise worked with head gardener Fergus Garrett and enjoyed a 
bedroom with a garden view.
    Great Dixter is known for its riotous colors, year-round blooms, and packed 
beds. With texture combinations, contrasts in density, and nothing in straight 
lines, the garden feels a bit wild and free. Eloise noted several lessons learned: 
succession planting, bedding pockets, in-house propagation, and pot display.
    Succession planting combines strategic choices and plant swapping to create 
continuous blooms and interest. The main borders are more labor-intensive 
examples of succession planting, while the front meadow is a lower-maintenance 
version. Every garden area includes some bedding pockets which are totally 
changed out, with the largest bedding pocket requiring hundreds of plants to 
properly fill the space. Lots of cold frames with double glass panes (to increase 
heat) are used for in-house propagation, especially in fall. Seedlings are moved 
to the glasshouse for maximum light. Staff are often thinking of ways to use 
propagated plants from plugs or when potted up only once, to save time. When 
creating pot displays of—say—bulbs or conifers, pots which each contain a single 
type of plant allow great flexibility. Pots are also great for bulb trials.
    The talk concluded with details about a garden commissioned to showcase 
plants from regions along the Silk Route, the historic trade route between Europe 
and Asia. A large glasshouse which opens like a lotus flower forms its focal point. 
Twelve distinct garden zones contain different rock types, and Eloise planted 
bulbs such as Tulipa turkestanica, Fritillaria, and Allium karataviense there.

We had a bit of sun from the windows washing out 
her beautiful photos but she was very gracious and 
Janet Novak got a workout as slide-changer.
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Sharee Solow, Editor
7914 Park Avenue 
Elkins Park, PA 19027

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2023                 Delaware Valley Chapter NARGS

 Delaware Valley Chapter of the North American Rock Garden Society
Join at dvcnargs.org or by using this form

Please print the information as you would like it to appear in our membership directory. This directory is solely for NARGS 
activities.

Name(s)

Address

City  State  Zip Code
 
m Individual  $15.00            m Household $20.00          Phone number:                              Email Address:           

Circle the committee(s) in which you might like to participate:  
 Plant Sales     Phila Flower Show     Special Events     Programs     Hospitality

Make your check payable to DVC NARGS and send it to Janet Novak, 19 W. Willow Grove Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19118.

*If using Paypal online, kindly submit this form by mail as well so we can better update the membership list.

Wednesday, May 10, Member visit to Stonecrop and Oliver Nursery, contact 
Laura Axel

Saturday, May 20, Member Garden Tour (see pages 1 & 6)

Saturday, June 3, Member Plant Sale, Robbins Park (see page 1)

No programs in July and August

Saturday, September 9, Chapter plant sale to the public:    Fall Gardeners 
Market with Hardy Plant Society

Saturday, September 23, Member Plant Sale

Check The Dodecatheon and the DVC/NARGS website (www.dvcnargs.org) for details 
before each meeting. 

ROBBINS PARK

*Note: The address for membership forms has been changed and they go directly to Janet Novak.

*My luncheon bulbs coming up by my front door.
Photo by Sharee Solow

Japanese Seed Shopping Hint:
“Do you eat vegetables and herbs? 
If so, have you ever grown your 
own ones to eat? At Maido, we offer 
seeds from Kitazawa Seeds Co. 
every year for you to create your 
garden or field with them. We've 
received packets of seeds this year 
again. Kitazawa Seeds Co. has been 
in business since 1917, and 100% of 
their seeds are Non-GMO.”

Maido - A Marketplace of Japan
5 E Lancaster Ave., Ardmore, PA 
484) 417-6745


